Taylor Road
Synagogue

Not for Duplication

©2013 Jeffrey Morris Cleveland Ohio

Oheb Zedek , Chebra Agudat ,
of Newberg Oheb Zedek| | | e?S :;T:m Agudath Sanyos Agudath STh:rZT]e Knesseth
Established Established = tablishad Achim AChIm B'nai Israel Established Isrgel
1883 1904 T Established Established Anshe Sfard Appox 1889 Established
° Py — 1891 Date unknown 1887
T e ® 1914
1933
Oheb Zedek of
Newberg 1941
' Merger
creating
1952
Merged with
Taylor Road
Synagogue
1953 1953
Merged Merged
with Taylor with Taylor
Ronad Ronad 1955 1955
1955 A Merged with | | Merged with
Taylor Road | | Taylor Road
Name changed to: Svnannaiie Svnannaiie
Taylor Road Synagogue
|
1
1994 (T T \
Members Establish | | June 2012 |
Beachwood Kehilla I Possible merger with I
\ Cedar Road Synagogue |



../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZOB%20Incorp%201904.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZOB%20Incorp%201904.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZOB%20Incorp%201904.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZOB%20Incorp%201904.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZCB%20incorp.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZCB%20incorp.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZCB%20incorp.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZCB%20incorp.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZAAIncorp%201891.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZAAIncorp%201891.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZAAIncorp%201891.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZAAIncorp%201891.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZAAIncorp%201891.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZSA%20Merger%20ZAA%20%201941.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZSA%20Merger%20ZAA%20%201941.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZSA%20Merger%20ZAA%20%201941.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZSA%20Merger%20ZAA%20%201941.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/Merger%20ZCB%20to%20ZOE%201952.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/Merger%20ZCB%20to%20ZOE%201952.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/Merger%20ZCB%20to%20ZOE%201952.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/Merger%20ZCB%20to%20ZOE%201952.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZOB%20Name%20Change%2006%2016%201955%20%20D029%201870.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZOB%20Name%20Change%2006%2016%201955%20%20D029%201870.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZK4%201994.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZK4%201994.pdf
../../../../FINAL%20H%20to%20H%20TXT%20MAP%20CVR%20and%20Excell%20listersrs%20March%2016%202012/ZK4%201994.pdf

At one time Cleveland had three synagogues with Oheb Zedek -
Lovers of the Righteousness as part of their name. One was
located on a corner of Lorain Road at W. 47", Little information is
known except that it existed between 1883 and 1890. Oheb Zedek
of Newburg incorporated in 1884 and first met in several
rented store fronts in the Harvard - Broadway area. City
directories list them located at what is now 7700 Broadway
from 1894 to 1905, in 1906 they moved to 8820 Broadway
and for a short time after at the corner of Broadway and
Harvard at the Opera Block building.

In 1909, the congregation of Bohemian Jews purchased the
former Homestead Baptist Church, at 7820 Homestead just
west of Broadway. The need for a neighborhood synagogue
created one of the first movement of Jews beyond the lower
Woodland (Haymarket) area. Many of the members were
skilled laborers at the growing Newburg Steel Mill now
known as American Steel and Wire located at Harvard and E.
49™. However, by 1933 the Great Depression forced the
diminishing number of members living in the area to join

with the larger Oheb Zedek which had just moved from E.

38th and Scovill to Parkwood Drive in Glenville.

A New Hebrew Copgregstion.

A new Hebrew congregetion hos been
formed oa the West Sile to be kcown &s
Chaw Zedei: (Diseiples of Justice) and
money is beiny liherally subscrived toward
8 West Side Bynavogue. 'fn further the |
cause an eotertajoment will be 2iven oz
Tuesday evening, Decamber 12th ia Turn
Hall on Mechame strect,

Clipping from the Cleveland Plain Dealer
December 2, 1882. No Other supportive materit
found.

7824 Homestead Ave former Ic;cation of
Oheb Zedek of Newburg Township June, 1933

Source: Cleveland Public Library, Photo
Collection

Sanborn Plat Map 1911 - 1913 Vol. 7




Oheb Zedek that continues to meet and is now known as Taylor

Road Synagogue incorporated in 1904 by forty members of

B'nai Jeshurun who opposed the decision to eliminate separate
seating of men and women as part of the congregation’s move
from Orthodox to the growing popularity of the Reform
movement of Judaism. By
the end of 1905 the
members of the
congregation were able to
meet in their new building
at 3782 Scovill Ave.

The land which included
a building were purchased

3782 Scovill Ave. Remodeled and occupied
by Oheb Zedek in 1904. Current home of

. . . The Triedstone Baptist Church. Source:
in March of 1903 from the Evangelist English Lutheran Church |sjeveland  State University.  Michael

that acquired the building in 1883 after outgrowing their first [Schwartz Library. Special Collections
location on Brownell (E. 14™) and Central. Local architect

Albert Janowitz was hired to design the synagogue.

In May 1922, the Oheb Zedek building was sold to the current occupant, Triedstone Baptist Church which had
been meeting nearby on Orange Avenue. Oheb Zedek purchased land on the northwest corner of Parkwood and
Morrison Drive in the Glenville neighborhood in April 1919 from Charles Himmerman and built a modern
neoclassical building. That building continues to be one of Glenville’s landmarks’ with seating for 1000. For
several years prior to the Glenville location being built, members already living in the area utilized rented space at
the Savoy Theatre, E. 103" and St. Clair Ave., and the former Wright Hospital at the northeast corner of E.105"
and Hampden. In 1921, both locations were used for the High Holidays to ensure sufficient seating while the new
Parkwood and Morrison building was being completed. According to the Plain Dealer article July 14, 1922
construction costs were $125,000.00. The building was first used on August 20" of that year with a dinner and

dance attended by over 200 couples.

SYNAGOGUE : Re-created from original prints’ located at the City of
For Cleveland, Council Archives. Little is known about
THE DHEE ZEDEI.( CONGRE@TION Architects Markowitz and Vetter.
Prtkeodd and h[mﬁm_ﬂ Aveaue ; The Newman Stern, building built in 1921 was located
Cleveland, Ohio at 12t and Walnut. The company was started by actor
Paul Newman'’s father Arthur and his uncle Joseph.
Date WM MARKOWITZ £H + (G « VYETTER Over time the company moved from manufacturing
June ARCHITECTS toys and electronic devices to be a popular distributor
1921, Geo, Mewrman Stern Building - Cleves Thia of Sporting goods.
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The membership of Oheb Zedek would continue to grow
and be an anchor of the Glenville community for many
years. However, by the 1940’s many of their members
were heading east to the Taylor Road area of Cleveland
Heights. The synagogue’s leadership had several options,
including purchasing land and building a new synagogue
or merging with other orthodox synagogues including The
Heights Jewish Center or Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol
Ohave Emuno Congregation. While the discussions

10915 Morrison Avenue at the northwest corner of ) ) )
Parkwood Drive. Built and Occupied by Oheb Zedek in | Progressed to include drafting a purposed Articles of

1921 Photo taken 2009 by Jeff Morris. Consolidation with Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol Ohave
Emuno in 1946, the majority of the members of Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol Ohave Emuno voted against the

merger.

In August 1944, the congregation purchased property from Amends Knudson on Taylor Road just north
of Cain Park. The property included what was thought to be the original farm house of the Seth Minor
family, one of the early settlers of the Western Reserve. An additional parcel of land was purchased
from Sonia Goldstein in 1949 allowing for an exit from the rear lot to Superior Park Drive. The
construction of the new Taylor Road location consisted of three phases. The first phase was completed
in May 1952 and included several classrooms along with the bare essentials. Newspaper articles and
minutes from Board meetings indicate that providing space for the education of their students was the
top priority. Members continued to use the former farmhouse on the property during the initial phase, at
the same time, the Morrison Avenue location was still being used. The cornerstone for the second
phase, the construction of the Chapel, took place in June of 1952. Soon after, the farm house fronting
Taylor Road was demolished. The third phase, which became the third of four phases, consisted of the
main sanctuary or prayer hall and was completed in July 1957 with seating for 1200. The fourth phase
consisted of 10 additional classrooms and a youth center, completed in November 1959. The cost of the
project was reported to be $1.3 million. In the following years Taylor Road Synagogue would be one of
the largest Orthodox congregations in Ohio and the host to many national and international speakers.
The Morrison Avenue location was sold in 1953 to the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. In July
1977 the building was acquired by the current occupant, The Parkwood Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church.



Plat map published 1920 by Hopkins Publishing Co. shows the
property once owned by S A, Minor on Taylor Road. The yellow
squares indicate the location of wooden structures on the
property. If they were concrete or brick they would be pink.

. The drawing above published by The
Sanbom Plat Map Publishing Co. Vol 6
1959 shows their survey findings.

, The ====- Blue lines to the east
Indicate the front addition completed
after the survey.

In 1952, after several years of negotiations with five smaller Orthodox synagogues, there was sufficient logic in
changing the Congregation’s name from Oheb Zedek to one easily accepted by all; Taylor Road Synagogue. For
the next 40 years, the building would be home to one of the largest Orthodox congregations in the Northeast Ohio.
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The story is told that in the summer of 1987, Rachel Kessler and Sue Schmelzer along with their young family in
strollers were walking nearly four miles each way from their homes in Beachwood to worship at Taylor Road
Synagogue. After several years and many miles on the strollers a branch of the Taylor Road Synagogue was
established closer to home at the Cleveland Hebrew Schools building at 25400 Fairmount Blvd. The building had
been built in 1964 and also occupied the well known Ganon-gil nursery school. The first Sabbath service took
place in September 1987, continuing for seven years, until the 35 families utilizing the branch established an
independent congregation, Beachwood Kehilla [Community].

In 1995, with a growing congregation a 4000 sq foot addition was designed by Lowenstein Durante Architects to
the west side of the building, along with an overall change to the fagade of the original building. The land for the
addition once occupied a home sold by the family of long time Beachwood resident Cliff Soper. This house and a
home demolished several years earlier just to the west are though to have been built circa 1910 and purchased
from the popular Sears catalog.

The Taylor Road Synagogue continues to meet, however membership has declined and in 2003 they sold their
property to the Raintree Academy. The sales agreement allows the congregation to use a limited amount of space
for an extended amount of time. In October of 2006 Raintree sold the property to Taylor Road LLC. For several

years the building had been used by the Greater Heights Academy a charter school.

T ————

Former Cleveland Hebrew School building at 25400 Fairmount BIvd. in 1995. Portion of the building added by
Beachwood Kehilla 1995 is located to the right (west) of the purple line. Photo taken by Jeff Morris June 2012




Former Truscott Property
Acquired by
Cleveland Hebrew Schools
in 1964

—TY

Former site of the two lots with homes built
in the 1930's. There is a thought that the
two homes were purchased from Sears, a
popular source at the time for “ready to
assemble” homes.

Lot to the south (a) is now part of the
Beachwood High School acquired in 2000.
Lot (b) was acquired by Beachwood Kehilla
s in 2005 for the expansion of their building.

(a)

1949 Aerial photo taken by the Cuyahoga County Engineer Albert Porter

The photo to the right was taken in 1961 as part of a
county wide survey of all residential properties under the
direction of the County Recorder. The house is a close
match to the home just to the east that was acquired by
Beachwood Kehilla in 1995

The sign held by the young man is the County Recorder’s
Permanent Parcel Number for the lot which at that time
was owned, since 1946 by the Utas Family. In 1973 the
Shlachter Family purchased the property from Richard
Utas

The property was then sold in 2000 to the Beachwood
Board of Education and soon after torn down to straighten
the drive from the High School to Fairmount Blvd.

A stick’l on the Permanent Parcel Number:

The first the numbers 741 is the number of the book the geographic area is listed in
The second number 22 is the page number within that book
The third number which is, 007 is the line number on the page.
When a parcel is split or divided up, the Recorder determines the additional numbers lo list on the page.

When parcels are consolidated, the Recorder eliminates all and establishes a new number, or eliminates all but one number



The first of five Orthodox congregations in the Glenville neighborhood to merge with Oheb Zedek was Chibas
Jerusalem. Incorporated in November of 1904 with a majority of the members being from Lithuania,
the congregation first met at the Crystal Hall, located on Woodland at E. 39™. In June 1911, a house was
purchased at 2329 E. 39" from the Christian Reform Church and occupied until a new building was built
at 8324 Cedar Road. The property on E. 39" was sold in June of 1918 to Bella Smoot, a founding
member of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, who would worship at that location until changing
their name to the Union Avenue Alliance Church and relocating to 12700 Union Avenue in January,
1960. Their former location on East 39"was sold several times and in 1997 a new home belonging to

Ulas Jones was constructed.

The 8324 Cedar Road property had been purchased from Rose Marsh by member and businessman
Julius Gottlieb in 1917. The Architect Meyer Altschuld designed a simple brick structure. Often
religious organization’s feel an obligation to their faith that the sale of religious property should not be
made directly to an organization of a different faith. Thus, in this case, the property was purchased by an
individual such as Gottlieb and then resold by Gottlieb to his synagogue. In many cases the transfer date
could be the same day. Some would think this was done because the seller would not sell to a person of
the Jewish faith; and somewhat so, however, in this case Gottlieb is easily deciphered as a Jewish name.
The congregation presumably remained at this location until a new building was completed in

November 1924 on the land they purchased at 887 Parkwood Drive.

It is unclear as to when the congregation relinquished the Cedar Road property, however, according to
Cuyahoga County records the property was sold to the East End Community Center by Union
Properties in September 4"1936.
In March 1946 East End sold the
property to the John E. Hubbard
Memorial Hall. The New Canaan
Baptist Church purchased the
property from the Memorial Hall

in January 1979.

8324 Cedar Road. Former home of Chibas Jerusalem Photo taken Oct.
2010 Jeff Morris
A -8



Chibas Jerusalem acquired the property on
Parkwood Drive, again through Gottleib, who
had acquired the property just 10 days earlier
from Minni Glaser who purchased the land on
the same day from six owners. They were

Celia and Nathan Fine, Gussie and Samuel

Horwitz and Jennie and Julius Geller

The front of the building has a modified [877 Parkwood Drive. Former home of Chibas Jerusalem. Photo

byzantine look including two copper domes

e

e, T

taken Oct. 2010 Jeff Morris

and leaded glass on both the front and sides of the building. Along with the stunning entrance, the main

sanctuary’s ceiling included skylights and three large chandeliers down the center. The wooden benches

included a Star of David carved out of each end. The rear of the building consisted of a social room

known as Carmel Hall. In 1928 the congregation’s leadership convinced Rabbi Yehudah Heschel

Halayvi Levenberg to relocate his Connecticut - based Yeshiva School of Jewish Studies to Cleveland.

The congregation converted part of Carmel Hall into a dormitory for 35 students. The Yeshiva utilized

the Parkwood site while raising funds to relocate two years later just around the corner to 880 Lakeview

Drive where they would stay until the early 1940’s when the Yeshiva relocated back to Connecticut.

‘ : \
877 Parkwood Drive. Photo taken September 2011
showing years of neglect to the once beautiful
Synagogue and Church. The drop ceiling shown
was added after rafters were added that span the
balcony. Those two ceilings are below a second
drop ceiling that spans the high ceiling consisting of
sky lights that were installed when the building was
built in 1924. Demolished November, 2013

In 1949 Chibas Jerusalem purchased the property just to the
north of their building from the Orthodox Jewish Orphans’
Home that had recently ended its fifty-five years of existence.
The children were relocated to Bellefaire at, 22001 Fairmount
Boulevard in Shaker Heights. The newly acquired building had
a rich history starting with the original owner, architect Morris
Gliechman who acquired the land in 1895 and constructed a

Swiss chalet style home.

With a diminishing number of members remaining in the
Glenville neighborhood, the leadership chose to consolidate
with Oheb Zedek in 1952, where many of their fellow
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parishioners had already joined when they moved east.

About Morris Gleichman

Born in 1880, arriving in Cleveland at the age of 6 from
Austria-Hungary, Morris Gleichman attended Cleveland
Public Schools first working as an architect for Edward
Ruprect. According to records maintained by the City of
Cleveland Landmark Commission Gleichman, was the
architect and designer of a one-thousand foot high Tower
of Babel for the Paris Exposition of 1900. He was a
member of the Forest City Blue Lodge Masons and the
Scottish Rite and politically he was a Republican. In 1914
he moved to New York City where he practiced
architecture until 1930. He died in 1931 and is buried in
New York. His Cleveland home at 877 Parkwood that he
named Marville Cottage was considered by his critics to
be the best designed residence for miles. The property was
purchased by the Orthodox Children’s Asylum in 1919.
Torn down in 1968 the building was the home to the
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church.

B e

Photo of Gleichmans’ former home taken circa 1960 then
occunied hv The Pleasant Grave Church.
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The Parkwood location would be used for
several years for remaining members living
in the area. The Synagogue and the former
Orthodox Children’s orphanage were sold
April 1956 to Jack Kelman He sold the
property the same day to the Pentecostal
Church who occupied the building until 1982
when they relocated to Chester and E.105™
and sold the property to the Holy Temple
Church. Sadly the building fell into disrepair
and for many years remained uninhabitable
until November of 2013 when the roof fell to
the ground resulting in the structure being
demolished.

Photo take November 4t 2013 just prior to the

building being demolished. Photo taken by Jeff Morris



Linn Drive

Rear of addition to the Children’s home
added in 1928. Photo shows enclosed

wood

d by walkway conecting the home to
ldren's & Chibas Synagogue.
in 1926

ermut

e | ¥
2riez, or

Parkwood D
) 4 “‘
=y T

899 & 1003 former home
and Sohio gas station
Circa 1930

Carmel Hall

N
A

879 Parkwood designed by and ocupied by
Architect Morris Gliechman 1906 — 1915 - . -
Orthodox Children’s home 1926 — 1946 Chibas Jersusalem 887 Parkwood Drive Demolished Nov. 2013

Pleasant Grov Church Appx. 1956 - 1964
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Agudat (Agudath) B'nai Israel Anshe Sfard Romania — [Union of Children of Israel People of
Sephardic Romania] established 1914, first met in a home at 2621 E.51%. In December 1925 the
members purchased the property at 5702 Scovill Ave from Ohel Jacob Ashe Sfard, a congregation that

sold the home three years later to Antino

Mancusso.

Research shows some inconsistencies as to where
the congregation relocated and when. In August
1934 the congregation purchased the home at
10512-14 Massie  from  Bois  Mordchai
congregation who had acquired the home in June
1929 from Shomrei Hadath Other than this land

transaction and their incorporation as a non profit,

no additional information could be found regarding

the Bois Mordachi organization. Shomre Hadath

B et § 7| | Was created by members of B'nai Jeshurun
5702 Scovill Road. Purchased by Agudath B'nai Israel Anshe

Sfard Romania in 1925. Sold in 1928. Source: Cleveland State
University. Michael Schwartz Library. Special Collections area. Shomre Hadas merged with Young Israel in

congregation living in the Buckeye - Mt Pleasant

September 1973. Agudath B'nai Israel Anshe Sfard Romania sold the Massie Road property to Isador
Steinberg in 1947. Steinberg lived on the 2" floor of the 2 family home and the lower level was used by
the congregation for prayer services. According to a Plain Dealer article dated December 12,” 1950 there
was a fire at the home the previous day and the occupant was Rose Weisingar. By 1959 records indicate
that the property moved back and forth several times between Steinberg and Weisinger. The property
changed hands in 1981 and was demolished for parking by the neighboring Cleveland Church of Christ.
Ultimately, Agudath B’nai Isracl merged into Taylor Road Synagogue in May 1953, under the
leadership of long time member Harry Weintraub.
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Prior to merging with Oheb Zedek (Taylor Road) in
1953 the Chebra Agudath Achim [Union of
Brothers] congregation had been formed in August
1941 when Chebra Agudath Achim Congregation

| (incorporated in April 1891 by Russian
.| Immigrants), and Sayoas Achim Congregation
(date of organizing is unknown) consolidated into

one.

Chebra Agudath Achim incorporated in April 1891.
Their first known location was 85 Hill St from 1894
to 1898. The building had been the prior home to

congregation Beth Israel Chebra Kadisha. In
1899, Chebra Agudath Achim relocated to 217

Firgt German Methodist Episcopad, corner Sterfing & Scoville Aves.

Former home of the First German Methodist Episcopal

Church at the northwest corner of Sterling and Scovill Orange Avenue until 1908 when the congregation
purchased and occupied by Agudath Achim from 1908 - to . .

1918. Prior to 1906 E. 30t was known as Sterling Avenue. purchased the First German Methodist Church
About the same time the “e” in Scoville was dropped. built just ten years earlier at the northwest corner of
Source: Cleveland State University. Michael Schwartz ] th ) )
Library. Special Collections Scovill and E. 30™. The congregation stayed at this

location until 1918 when the building was sold to
Rose Feldenkris who, within six months, sold the property to Washington Page an elder of the
Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church. It was in this building that the church established the
nationally known WINGS OVER JORDAN CHOIR, one of American’s early nationally - broadcasted
gospel radio programs. The church relocated to E. 79", just north of Chester Avenue in March 1953,
when their Scovill location was acquired by the Cleveland
Metropolitan Housing Authority for the construction of low-

cost housing.

With members moving east, Chebra Agudath Achim
congregation purchased property at 6411 Quincy Avenue from
Meyer Dworken in April 1917 and constructed a new building.

However, it is unclear as to why and when, the congregation

stopped using the building in the late 1920’s. The building was owned and occupied by the Olivet

Institutional Baptist Church from 1931 to 1936.
A-13



6411 Quincy built in 1917 for the Agudath Achim

Congregation. Photo to the right shows the new fagade that = §
was added as part of a renovation in the mid 1960’s by '
the current owner The Pentecostal Tabernacle

In October 1936 the Quincy Avenue property was purchased by the Gospel Tabernacle Church from

Union Properties, a holding company established by the State of Ohio to liquidate the loans held by

Union trust, one of the local banks that failed in the Great Depression of 1929. Gospel Tabernacle sold

the building in 1964 to the current owner, the Tabernacle Pentecostal Church. The building underwent

a major renovation in the early 1960’s that included a new facade, removal of the balcony and the

reconstruction of a complete second floor.

gl

e

10511 Elgin Ave. First house east of 105" street on Elgin Ave.
Garage to the left was part of filling station facing E.105%. Photo
taken November 20, 1956. Source Cleveland Public Library
Photo Collection
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.'ﬁ From 1918 through 1923 Chebra Agudath

Achim was inconsistently listed in the
Cleveland City Directory at the Quincy
location, and from 1921 to 1930 at a two
family home 10511 Elgin Avenue in
Glenville. The house was the first house on
the north side of Elgin after a corner gas
station. Today the property is part of the
parking lot for the adjacent New Life Church.



Limited documentation could be found about Chebra Agudath Achim‘s merger partner Sayoas Achim.

Cuyahoga County records indicate Sayoas Achim purchased the Calvary Lutheran Church located at

10407 Adams Avenue in July 1932. In addition, the merger agreement filed with the Ohio Secretary of

== — = -

L = =— e ———T
10407 Adams Ave. Above photo is the former home of Calvary
Lutheran Church acquired by Sayoas Achim in 1932. Photo to
the right is the current building constructed at 10407 Adams
Abebi the Church of Christ.

State dated Aug 17, 1941 states that Sanyos

Achim was incorporated as a non-profit

organization; however, the Secretary of State has

no record of Sanyos. There is mention in the
Sanborn Plat map published 1921 — 1951 Vol 4.
Revised 1951.

A-15



(RES R = A
r!““'l'.} l| ‘ 1
¥ = i1
| ] ‘ == =N =T [ l ‘
LUAEL et L
Y_':—:-_"’:..:":::‘ —- &

L —_— — e _.'_'_J,L <
FRT ELEUTIN Bt ! A oty
FaR A it fult 3 ;;\‘ e

FoRTAE SRR SRR (o eTin

A.Shrowsky's rendering on file with the City of
Cleveland, Council Archives. Dated 1908.

& 4 TN TE A

CONGREGRTION.
RrsGn Srove
8: ELee 3

The official Incorporation of Shaarei Torah [Gates
of Torah] founded by Ashkenazi Jews is unknown.
No official record could be found. However,
according to the archives published by the American
Jewish Committee’s 1899 was the first year of the
congregation’s existence. While many religious and
ethic organizations are listed with various spellings
including legal documents, this congregation had
many including Sarrie Toro, Shaarek Tora, Shari
Torah, and Sharray Torah. Their first known meeting
place was 2335 Orange Avenue in a home purchased

from Aaron Arnson in April 1906.
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Sanborn Plat Map Pub 1920 VOI 3. Indicating the location of the synagogue on E. 55t Street.

Note Different spelling on Plat map and Architects plan.
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Peeriess Rubber Co, Fire

2355 East 551 Photo taken August 30, 1937. Photo to the
right shows parking lot that came to be after the fire and
the former synagogue at 2357 East 55" occupied by
Joseph Goldwasser's Peerless Department Store. Photo
from the City of Cleveland Zoning and Planning
Department.

In April 1911, the mansion built in 1882 for Leonard Loomis at 2357 E. 55™ was purchased from Jacob
Seinfeld who had acquired the property from Loomis’s Estate in 1889. It is unclear if Seinfeld and his
wife Fanny ever lived in the house. A Cleveland Plain Dealer article dated April 22, 1909, mentions a
property damaged by high winds the day before and identifies the property as the Cleveland Sanitarium.
The assumption is that Seinfeld leased the property to the owner of the Sanitarium. It is unclear as to
when the congregation actually moved into the building. The architectural drawings completed by
Albert Swrasky and on file with the City of Cleveland — Council Archives are dated 1906. Also unclear
is the date when the congregation stopped using the building. Records do indicate the congregation
selling the E. 55™ property in November 1937 through a Trustee, Meyer Rapport, to Draza Goldwasser,
the spouse of businessman Joseph Goldwasser who had been using the former synagogue as a
warehouse for his tire business known as Peerless Rubber Company next door at 2355 East 55™ until
August 1937 when that building burned.

The fire made the front pages of the local papers as the road was closed due to the amount of fire
fighting equipment and smoke from the fire blanketed the neighborhood. In addition several houses on
E. 57" were damaged. Goldwasser would remodel the former synagogue and change the business name
to Peerless Department Store. According to newspaper articles he was a champion of the minorities
living in the area. He took great pride in employing the growing southern black population and provided
store credit to customers. His life ended at the young age of 52 when he died of a heart attack while at

work in his office.
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Records also show the congregation bought a house at 776
East 105™ in May of 1937 from the Beth Haknesseth Anshe

Grodno Congregation who had purchased the property from

Wolf Blasberg in December 1927. There are no records that
Beth Haknesseth Anshe Grodno used the house as they were
located just down the street at 1151 E. 105" from 1931 to
1955. They then merged into the Heights Jewish Center.

Shaarei Torah stayed at this location until merging with |776 East 55t Photo taken April 2007

Taylor Road Synagogue in 1955. The property was sold in September. 1955 to Saul and Harry Kumin
the well known and respected undertakers located just to the south of the synagogue. Today the building

is well maintained and used by the All My Heart Pre-school.

Knesseth Israel [House or Congregation for the Israelites] was
established by disenchanted members of B'nai Jeshurun in 1887. The

congregants first met in the home on E. 9" and Sumner Court

belonging to Rev. L. Klein and then in a building at the 1600 block

of Woodland Avenue that was purchased from Joseph and Louis

Koblitz in July of 1893. The congregation would stay at this location

until selling the property to N Komito and S. Fertell in July 1906. 2555 E. 46" Former Knesseth Israel.
Source: Architect drawing published

by Ohio Architect Magazine Jan.
1906

For a short period of time a rented home on E. 14"
(Brownell Street) was utilized until land was
purchased at 2555 E. 46™ from George and Sara
Walther The architect Harry A. Cone’s design was

similar to the one he had recently done for B’nai

Jeshurun’s at E.55™ and Scovill. His Knesseth Israel

building was featured in the Ohio Architect and

Builder Journal as an example of one of Cone’s finer

B works.

840 E. 105, Former Knesseth Israel. Photo taken by
Jeff Morris June 12, 2012

A-18


http://ech.case.edu/ech-cgi/article.pl?id=BJ

In November 1920, land was acquired in Glenville at the southwest corner of E. 105™ and Columbia
Avenue that was owned by a trust of Mary McLaughlin and had a wooden structure thought to have
been built in the 1860°’s. A Sanborn Plat map dated 1896 indicates a church titled East 105" Street
Church of God on the parcel. In 1922 the new two story brick building was constructed.

Timeline of Multiple
Locations 1908 | 1910 | 1912 | 1914 | 1906 | I9I18 | (920 | 1922 | (924 | 1926 | 1928 | 1930 | 1932
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A third location at 10303 Buckeye Road was
purchased in February 1920 from The Presbyterian
Union of Cleveland. Four years later the property was
sold to Shomrie Hadath a recently formed

congregation consisting of mostly Hungarian Jews. In
) ] Cleveland Board of Zoning Appeals (file 69-502M
just two short years Shomrei Hadath then constructed a request by Qua Buick to build a new Tire Center.)

new building around the comer at E.123rd and Parkhill Nté the Xindicated the property in the appeal.

Ave and sold the Buckeye location to Ande Horning. The property was later sold in May 1944 to the
Irwin & Company, a local upscale office furnishings company who maintained an upholstery shop in the
building until 1948. The building would have several additional owners including the, American Slovak
Business Professional Club who used the building as their social club. In 1968 the neighboring Qua
Buick, (at the time the 10™ largest Buick dealer in the country) purchased the property and for some time
used the building for distribution of tires. In 1969 Qua Buick engaged Architect Howard Green to design
a new state of the art retail tire center on the property that would adjoin the 2story brick building to the
west. However the Board of Zoning Appeals was unwilling to agree to an easement. The building was

demolished circa 1970.
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1920 Hopkins Plat Map
showing location of

Synagogue




In May 1927, the Knesseth = =3 = y
srael congregation chose | damnesseth  Jsrael Congregation
to sell the property on E. INTIYNIINRD .5&'\::“ no3d

46™ to Ida Frankel. After

2555 EAST 46th ST. 105th & COLUMBIA
the passage of the Federal

Public Housing Act, the land was acquired for of the country’s first federally funded housing “projects”
known as Outhwaite consisting of 557 units. The E. 105th and Columbia location continued to be used
through 1955 when the congregation merged with the Taylor Road Synagogue. The property was
acquired by the Apostolic Faith Tabernacle in 1959 under the direction of the late Elder Garry F.
Washington, Sr. and his son the late Bishop Garry F. Washington, Jr. Today Pastor Lee P. Christian Jr.
leads the congregation and attracts parishioners from both the Glenville area and surrounding suburbs.
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